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1 Introductlon

It has always beew a desire of mine to write a systematic seripturally-based
summary of my understanding of end-time events. t started to write it a few
years or so ago. At various times, | just about gave up, deleting wmost of what t haol
written - starting all over again from serateh. A few times  even Lost my docu-
ment somewhere Ln cyberspace. Nevertheless, it eventually got finished. Bvery once
bn a while ( will touch it up here or there. This endeavour has proven to be a real
challenge. At times it was exhilarating. At times it was exhausting. | knew that
many readers would probably reject my conclusions from the start; as soow as
they realized that they do not agree with popular dispensation-based eschatology.
Nevertheless, t am hopeful that whoever reads this material will find that it has an
easy flow to it and that it will at least provoke the reader to reexamine their under-
standing of end-tinme events.

t is highly possible, my friend, that we now Llive in the times that were fore-
told by the prophets long ago. Biblical prophecies that were once ridiculed by many
as tmpossible, like the Mark of the Beast and cashless transactions, are now strong
possibilities. As this summary Ls belng written, an unprecedented global pan-
demic, browght on b(nj the COVID 19 - AKA China/wuhaw Virus - Ls rampant in
the whole world. As a result of much hype about it, tremendous changes have
oceurred in a very short period of time - draconian changes. L am sure that even
more extreme changes to our traditional way of life are pending; things that we
never thought possible a short while ago. Bid You ever think that there would be a
time whewn it would be frowneo upon to go to church to fellowship with Like believers
and to worship God corporately in song? (See Hebrews 10: 24-25)? or to greet
friends with a hearty hand-shake? or to eat with friends in a restaurant? did you
ever think that there would be a time when cash would be frowned upon as an
acceptable means of paywment for goods and services? (This change is particularly
foreboding). There has even beew talk Lately about the possibility of issuing special
Ldentity cards or bracelets to everyone. This device conceivably could contain a
record of everyone’s personal information, especially a record of vaceinations. it is
not inconceivable that this card could eventually morph into an mplant of some
kind under the skin. The technology for this has already beew in place for a while.
lt is also not tnconceivable that the purchase of goods and vital services, even
application for employment, even to fly, could soon be refused without it.
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Bill Gates, a well kinown multi-billionaire is one of the instigators of these
proposed changes (HL). tt is well known that he is motivated, at Least tn part, bg
his desire to drastically reduce and to cull the earth’s population. His family were
prominent eugenicists (HL). Things that were considered totally impossible even
a few mownths ago are wow becoming a reality. in addition to this global pandemic,
there Ls the ongoing social chaos in most major American cities instigateo by vile
Leftist groups whose desire is to change the world to lawless anarchy. Deep political
wnrest is now dividing American (and canadian) sooietg. The recent election has
split America down the middle. Civil war is wow a real possibility. AlL of these
things are causing men’s hearts to fail them for fear of what is coming upown the
earth - men, that s, who have wot placed their faith for the future in_jesus Christ.
These things have actually wmade wee very excited, as t see end-time prophesy
seemingly starting to unfold. Regardless, this is a good time to spread the gospel.
People are ready for someone/something to give thewm a firm hope for the future.

Before going any further, allow me to mention the links that  have built into the text. They arein a blue font,

and underlined, BY clicking on them, You should be brought to web sites that reenforce the claims that are made in this
article. These links may not work if Yyou are reading this summary on a non-Apple device, or if you have downloaded it
from a PDF file. Give thewm a try.

[t is tempting, as a result of recent worldwide events, to speculate that we are
about to enter the end-times period called The Tribulation. Even though the begin-
ning of this troublesome time is not clearly defined in Scripture, it is reasonable
to conclude that it is well on the way. (Obviously, tdo not believe that it starts
after the Rapture. { fully realize that the word rapture is not found in the K)v
Bible. it was taken from the Latin Bible. If You object to this, thew replace it with
the second coming or the gathering of the saitnts.) We wma Yy only know that Lt has
arrived after we have beew in it for a while. it is my firm conviction that we,
believers in_Jesus Christ, will wot be spared from the coming trials. one for sure
stgw of their arrival will be an unmistakable event called the Abowmination of
Desolation (AOD). According to the Book of Daniel, an agreement will first have to
be established by some future global authority, allowing the Jews to rebuild their
temple andl to resume animal sacrifices therein. Whew this happens, there will be
wo doubt about where we are on the last days time-line. See 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-4
(HU). Thew it will be time for believers to Look wp.



https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Bill+Gates+speech+on+eugenics&&view=detail&mid=8556418E27A011233CBC8556418E27A011233CBC&rvsmid=56A0CDCB323BE9F6852356A0CDCB323BE9F68523&FORM=VDQVAP
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/eugenics
http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B53C002.htm
http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B53C002.htm
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n this study we will be examining the Scriptures for details concerning
those things that will surely happen “at the end of the da ys.” (rantel 12: 13), and
how they will affect believers.

At the very start of this summary, Uhave included aw overview or framework
of what ( firmly believe that the Bible tells us concerning the sequence of events
that have to occur prior to the setting up of Christ’s millennial kingoom ow earth.

[ pray that my conclusions will be solidly anchored to the Word of God. As ( have
already said, they will not necessarily line up with current widely accepted enol-
times eschatology (HU). It is for sure they will not have been arvived at by
studying commentaries, and/or by listening to prominent end-time teachers on
this subject, or by reading their books.

A A®rief Overview

Stince this article is rather Long, | have decided to tnclude a brief overview of
what the Bible tells us concerning the unprecedented times that we appear to be
entering. As this summary is being written, t am well aware of the fact that many
believers, even those who Lived at the time of the Apostle Paul, have had similar
thoughts about the nearness of the end; believing that Jesus cowld come back
during thelr Lifetimes. Most recently, believers Ln the tumultuous 20th Century
thought that the end prophesied by Jesus was imminent when they faced
unprecedented global events such as two World wars, major plagues anol other
earth shattering catastrophes.

It Ls possible that the Coming of Christ for the saints may still be decades,
maybe even a century or so, Lnto the future. However, the speed at which recent
events in our present world have transpired, and their universality, is a strong
Lndicator for me that we may be on the threshold of the intense trials and tribula-
tions for believers foretold by Jesus in Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21.
However, it Ls not what { think that matters. It is what the Scriptures clearly say
that is wmost tmportant. The following is a bird’s eye view of the end-times scenario
that ( will endeavour to justify from the Scriptures.



https://www.bing.com/search?q=Eschatology&pc=cosp&ptag=G6C23N2114D111817AEE67B61E61&form=CONBDF&conlogo=CT3210127
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As L write this swummary, the world appears to be o the threshold of the
distinct period of chaos and violence mentioned by Jesus in end-times prophesy.
This time is referved to as “The Tribulation”. Satan will be particularly hard at
work behind the scenes trying to achieve his nefarious goals. tt will start with an
acute and unprecedented assault on Christian beliefs by false prophets and false
teachers. Consequently many of our once-solid churches will succuwmb to the
pressure and fall away from believing what is clearly taught in the Sceriptures.
During this time of trouble, a very charismatic ano persuasive Leader will arise on
the world scene, eventually declaring himself to be God. This specific climactic
event will take place in a rebuilt temple in_jerusaleme. Prior to that time, animal
sacrifices will have beew resumed by the Jews. The Bible calls this climactic event
the Abomination of Desolation. From thew onwards, “great tribulation” will be
unleashed on the saints in particular. Consequently it will also be an unprece-
dented assault on Bible-believing churches. Somewhere in all of this chaos the
Bible appears to indicate that there will also be major tnternational conflict (not
the Gog-Magog war). Just prior to the end of this time, whew Christ returns at the
Rapture, there will be cataclysmic changes in the sky: the sun will be darkened,
the moon will no Longer give her Light, the stars will fall from the heavens, and the
powers of heaven will be shakewn. | will give my reasons for believing that this
period of tribulation will Llast for only = 1/2 years - not for seven years - as is
commonly taught tn popular eschatology.

Following Christ’s return for the saints, there will be another distinet 3 1/2
year period characterized by the outpouring of God's wrath ow rebellious mankind.
During that time, those who remain on earth will suffer tremendous punishment
directly from God for their rebellion. These events will be supernatural - not unlike
what happened in Egypt as the children of srael were being released from bondage.
This time will be significantly more severe thaw the preceding = 1/2 period of
tribulation. The satnts will be rej olcing L heavew during all of this.

Contrary to what is commonly taught on this subject, L do not believe that
there will be a seven year long tribulation period set aside during which God deals
exclusively with the Jews - a time when they will be intensely persecuted until they
eventually accept Christ as their Messiah. To the contrary, the first half of this
sevew years will be a time of tremendous persecution of believers, who will still be
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around until they are raptured to heavew. it is highly possible that the Jews will be
at the forefront of this persecution; as persecutors.

At the very end of the entire sevew years, Jesus Christ will thew return again;
this time with the saints to settle accounts with His enemies and to set up His
millennial kingdom on earth.

B More Comments concerning the times that we Live Lin

This study, which goes counter to what many in biblical churches believe,
will be primarily based upon_jesus’ Olivet Discourse; given in Matthew 24, and
corvoborated in Mark 13 and Luke 21. The events described by owr Lord in the
chapters will be further expanded upon with numerous other Scriptures from both
the Old and the New Testaments. Most Limportantly, this work will be based on the
assumption that Matthew 24 was writtew to all believers, not just to a select group
of end-time Jews. A separate section at the end of this study, starting around page
38, or there-abouts, has been written to justify this particular belief. You may
want to go and read this now. It is crucial to this study.

The Apostle Paul gave us a very clear sign that will permeate many churches
during the end-times. It is highly possible that this particular prophesy may have
already beguwn. we are tolo n 2 Thessalontans 2: 2 (HL) that there will be a
distinet falling away J'ust before the coming of our Lord. n 2 T’Lmo’chg 2:1 (HL),
we are also warned of perilous times in the last days. tt s my belief that one sign
Ln particular of Paul’s prophesy is the rejection of the very fundamentals of our
precious Christian faith. Recent surveys back this up (HL). The evidence for this is
easy to find around us. Ask the average believer today to use the Bilble alone to
Justify any of their most basic beliefs - from the deity of Christ to the doctrine of
salvation - and you may only get a blank stare, or they may refer you to a book
(not to The BooR) orto a_slick teacher own the tnternet (HL). The Blble (the K)V)
however, should be our ultimate anchor and guide whew it comes to doctrine. tt
clearly tells us that there will be many deceptive teachers in the last days who will
have gathered large audiences with itching ears (2 Timothy 4: 3 (HU)). Today,
even the very words doctrine and fundamentals have become repulsive to many



http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B53C002.htm
http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B55C003.htm
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1229957567139798&id=924641177671440
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4NTWbk5yv9E
http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B55C004.htm
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believers. The average churchgoer is more interested in feel-good experiences thaw in
depth BLble-based doctrine. This brings to mind Hosea 4: & (HL).

Bvery local chureh, without exception, has a dynamic cycle to it. They are
born tn fervour - build up to a peak - flourish ana become fruitful for a while,
hopefully for a long while - and thew decline. Without an infusion of new Llife and
Holy Spirit vitality, even once on-fire soul-winning churches eventually fade
away. our landscape Ls Littered with thelr carcasses. Sadly, “Thetr canodles have
beew extinguished long ago.” Once thriving churches gradually become more
concerned with entertaining and with maintaining the status quo than with
teaching solid doctrine, and with carrgiwg out the great Commission. Traditlons
become embedded on the same Level as doctrines. Clever gimmicks are used to
attract and to hold on to people. Consequently many believers have gotten to the
point where they never study the Bible for themselves. They acquire their doctrines
“by osmosis” from a variety of sources - some questionable - but not directly from
the Bible itself. New modern Bible versions have expedited this putrefaction process.
Chureh growth has become almost exclusively by transferals from other churches,
rather than from new believers. Strange doctrines are thereby introduced into once
biblically sound assemblies. As a direct result, basic teachings are them neglected
or watered dowwn out of fear of offending and therefore Losing those new folk.
Sadly, in these perilous days, there seems to be more fear about spreading a virus
thaw of the spreading of strange unscriptural doctrines. one only has a temporal
effect, while the other can have devastating eternal consequences.

Where are the sevew churches in Revelation 2 and 2 - Bphesus? smyrnaz
Pergamos? Thyatira? Sardis? Philadelphia? Laodicea? They are nowhere to be
found. Wheve are the churches of the New Testament epistles - Rome? Corinth?
Galatia? Ephesus? Philippl? Colossi? Thessalonica? They also no longer exist.
Bvery congregation today is somewhere on that same continuum. Vigilance
requires that individual believers, today especially, constantly reaffirm their
personal beliefs upon the Word of God, or they also will be on a similar down-slope,
and lose their first love (Revelations 2: 4 (HL).

The church however, as Christ’s Lnstitution, will never die. While on this
earth, tt will alwa Yys be at war, and it will trivmph in the end. If awgthiwg, tt will
be refined. we have _Jesus’ promise that it will prevail against the gates of hell


http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B28C004.htm
http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B66C002.htm
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(Matthew 1&: 12 (HLU)). Living thriving churches will always exist on earth right
wp until He returns. tf they are alive, and iLf their candle is still Lit, they will
always be aggressively involved in a struggle, as should all individual believers.
The BLble makes Lt clear who wins this war. WE WINIIL we will be victorious!
Maranatha! Pratse God!

C  The 1200s and strange doctrines

Adwmit Lt or not, many false doctrines have been with us for a while - some
are recent additions that have crept in by stealth. The 1800's were a particular
watershed of welrd man-made teachings (HL). Numerous unbiblical cults were
founded during that time. Prominent examples of these are the_jehovah’s (False)
Witnesses, the Seventh Day Adventists and the Mormons. Sowme guestionable
doctrines held by Baptists and Bvangelicals were also started by men from that
same era. Matwre believers should be ready and able to examine any and all such
questionable teachings in the light of the Scriptures, and to separate truth from
error.

with this in mind, one of those fundamental doctrines that requires a closer
examinatiow is the doctrine of “The mminency of a secret Rapture”. This
teaching is a subset of dispensationalism. Many evangelistic messages given in
our churches today are capped off with the following exhortation: “You had better
make Your decision for Christ now, because He may come back before the end of
this sermon.” BY saying this,  am well aware of the fact that ( may have just
stepped on more than a few Baptist toes. Regardless, what does the Bible clearly
tells us about this long anticipated earth-changing happening? Could the Lord
really come back secretly to the earth for believers at any tLme without any clear
advanced warning? Does a woman have travail before or after the birth of her child
(1 Thessalontans 5: 2 (HL))? Surely the chtld does not come Lnto the world
without some clear advanced warning to the mother? Doesn't everyone start
“hopping” when the expectant mother experiences her first birth pains; especially as
they get closer together. t sure did whew our first child was born. ( was a “basket
case”. Nevertheless, this poignant analogy is often used in Seripture as a sigw of
lmpending judgement. There are always clear signs before God “Lowers the boom.”.
Likewise His Coming will not happen without ample advanced warnings.



http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B40C016.htm
https://bereansdesk.blogspot.com/2012/01/doctrines-produced-during-1800s.html
https://bereansdesk.blogspot.com/2012/01/doctrines-produced-during-1800s.html
http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B52C005.htm
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1 Thessalonians 5: 3: For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then
suwdolen destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and
tl’lCH shall not escape.

Please excuse me if | jump ahead a little bit in this topic. Many pre-trib
believers so are quick to quote Matthew 24: 26 and 1 Thessalonians 5: 2 as prime
evidence for a secret imminent rapture of Christians; while at the same time
Lgnoring verses like 1 Thessalonians 5: 4 and all of the previous verses tn Matthew
24; saying that they describe a time of extrene trouble; written exclusively for the
extant_Jews. This view was especially embedded into evangelicals’ minds by the
popular 60’s “Left Behind” series movie called; “LIKE A THIEF IN THE NIGHT™.
ronically, Matthew 24:30 and 31, we are also told by this same group, is the
second coming of Christ for the Jews; and not the same Rapture described in 1
Thessalonians 4: 15-137. This is doctrinal chaos. There Ls an old saying that s so
appropriate at this point. It says:

“O what a tangled web we weave, when we first set out to decetve.”

Matthew 24: 36: But of that day and hour knoweth no mawn, no, not the
angels of heaven, but my Father only.

1 Thessalonians 5: 2: For Yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord
so cometh as a thief in the night.

1 Thessalontans 5: 4: But ye, brethren, are not L darkness, that that dakj
should overtake You as a thief.

what if the majority of Bible-believing Christians today are wrong
concerning the issue of imminency? How many sincere believers are just
“holding their breaths” until He returns? ... Hoping that they will not have to
suffer for their faith. tnstead of having this attitude about the future, shouldn't we
all be preparing spirituaLLg for the events described in Matthew 24, Mark 13 and
Luke 217 Why else would Jesus have given us all of this information? tf we are
raptured before these events happen, and if | am wrong on this Lssue, thew praise
God! tt is my firm belief however, that severe persecution will happen to all BLble-
believing churches as the gospel is being preached to all nations (Matthew 24: 14



http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B40C024.htm
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(HL)). one can see it coming. Persecution has always beew a church wotivator. tt
will etther energize us to abandown all fear as never before, and enter Lnto the battle,
or it will wrongly motivate some of us to “keep our heads down”, and wot to draw
any attention to ourselves. Is this not what many churches are wow doing in
relation to the never ending Covid restrictions, even though these dictates are
clearly against Hebrews 10:25-26. Is there any limit to how high the Local churceh
will jump when told to do so by the government? it would not surprise me if they
will bow to all of the dictates of the government, even to the extent of requiring all
believers to wear HAZ MAT suits forever. tf we fold now, what will happen whewn the
tribulation really comes? Nevertheless, | am sure that all of the events that have
transpired recently in this world have at Least prompted many to examine the
Lmminency doctrine more closely. L am firmly convinceed that wmore severe trials
are on the horizow for believers before our Lorol returns for us. tf we are persuaded
that end-time events will unfold this wa Y, then Ls Lt not our duty to warn other
believers - To be “watchman ow the wall”. That is a prime reason why ( have spent
many hours writing and rewriting this swummary. Maybe someone will Listen. It
Ls for sure that we should be ready to give a clear seriptural answer to any and all
sincere guestions ow this issue and any other Lssue.

n 1 Peter 3: 1.5, we are exhorted:

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a reasow of the hope that is in you with
meekness and fear: ...

D  @uestlons - Ruestlons - ano more Ruestlons

what did Jesus clearly teach concerning the end-times in His Olivet
Discourse? Does what He taught in the Gospels, especially Matthew 24, apply to us,
or does it just apply to the Jews who will live during the end times? That is what we
are told. (The answer to this gquestion is pivotal.) what did the Apostle Paul and
the other Lnspired writers of Scripture (Old and New Testaments) teach us concer-
ning this same subject? was anything specific written in Scripture about the
times and the seasons just before Jesus comes back for the saints of all ages? After
all, He did tell us to watch (Matthew 24: 42 (HL)), so He must have given us



http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B40C024.htm
http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B23C008.htm#V13
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something to wateh for. Ave there any unmistakable major signpost events (birth
pangs) that we should be Looking for before He returns, or have all of the precursor
prophesies been fulfilled already, as we are often told? Is His Second Coming
bmminent? (s the Second Coming the same event as the Rapture? If so, where do we
direc’ch find this in Scripture? Whew it happens, is it golng to happen in secret, or
will it be seen by all? is there going to be more than one rapture? Was the establish-
ment of the modern nation of Israel in 1948 THE wmajor sign of His soon coming?
can a person’s eschatology (HL) possibLg be influenced by a doctrine called
dispensationalism (HL)? ... f so, thew how? Is the Tribulation a continuous #* year
period or is this culminating time divided up tnto two distincet 2 1/2 year long
periods, with the Rapture betng in the middle? Daniel 9: 27 sure appears to sa Y so.
(f this is true, then how are these two periods of time different from one another?
what differentintes them?

[ will endeavour to answer most of the above questions as concisely as possible
within this study by using the Scriptures alone.  have tried to break my some-
times long answers up with subheadings. By comparing seripture with seripture,
and by assuming that Matthew 24, as well as Mark 13 and Luke 21, were
writtew to all believers, it can easily be shown how the major prophetic end-times
events do all fit together.

£ You don't yet have a BLble to follow along, thew use this KV Key (HU).

2. The Second Coming Of Christ For The Saints

A The Major Supporting Scriptures for the Rapture

L) Matthew 24: 29-31: 29 mmediately after the tribulation of those
days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her Llight, and the
stars shall fall from heavew, and the powers of the heavens shall be shakew: 29
Awnd thew shall appear the sigw of the Sow of mawn in heaven: and thew shall all the
tribes of the earth mowrn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory) 31 And he shall sendl his angels with a



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eschatology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dispensationalism
http://www.kingjamesbible.com
http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B23C013.htm#V10
http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B23C013.htm#V10
http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B38C012.htm#V12
http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B38C012.htm#V12
http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B27C007.htm#V13
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great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

* U have read in dispensational literature and in a Scofield Study Bible that the event described in verse 31 is
the physical “regathering of srael” from all of the nations of the earth back to Israel. ( have also heard this in
numerous sermons. s this really so?

* There is also the use of the word elect (chosen)in verse 31 of Matthew 24. Contrary to the claims of dispensa-
tionalism, that term includes the saved believers of all timee. it is frequently used that way in the epistles
(See Romans g: 33 and 1 Peter 2: 9-10) as clear examples.

* This verse clearly tells us that this event will be seen bg all. tt ts not a “secret rapture”.

L) Mark 13: 26-2%: 26 And then shall they see the Son of man coming
L the clouds with great power ana glory. 27 And thew shall he send his angels,
anol shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of
the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.

* This verse tells us that His angels shall do the reaping. This verse is used log pre-tribbers to sa y that tt
therefore cannot be the Rapture. It does not however, negate the other Rapture verses. Elsewhere it Ls described
as a catching up and a gathering. This verse simply gives us more details. Jesus uses the angels to do the
reaping or the gathering. Is that fact hard to accept? just as numerous complimentary views are required by
an architect to adequately describe a complex structure, so has our God in His infinite wisdom used various
oompLLmewtarg views to completely describe His glorious return to earth for the saints (Acts 1: 11 (HL)).

tL) Luke 21: 2% And thew shall theg see the Son of man comiwg L a
clowd with power and great glory.

V) Johwn 14:1-3: 1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe tn God,
believe also tn me. 2 n my Father's house are many manstons: if Lt were not so, |
would have told you. 1 go to prepare a place for You. 3 And if [ go and prepare a
place for you, L will come again, and receive You unto myself; that where t am,
there ye may be also.

v) Revelation 1: #-£: Behold, he cometh with clowds; and every eye shall
see him, ano they also which pierced him: and all Rindreds of the earth shall wail
because of him. Even so, Amen. £ | am Alpha and omega, the beginning and the
ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which Ls to come, the
Almighty.

* Note that Matthew 24: 30 mentions all Rindreds of earth shall mowrn because of him, This verse does not tell us that
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this will be a_Jewish centred event. Bvery eye shall see Him, including the extant jews.

* verse 7 above calls this event a coming “ ... he cometh ... “ The word coming is also used tn Matthew 24: 30, Mark 13:
26, Luke 21: 27, John 14: 2 and elsewhere. The Rapture is the Second Coming. Al but one of the following verses also
use the word coming to describe the Rapture. 2 Thessalonians 2: 1, which is clearly about the Rapture, also describes this
event as a coming. The first Coming is when He came in the manger in Bethlehem. Contrary to what dispensationalists
claim, the common event described here is The Second Coming, even though His feet actually do not touch the earth at
that time. Owne could say that His Third Coming is when He comes back with the saints at Armageddon - when His feet
do touch the Mount of Olives. what a glorious tiime that will be!!!l we will be with Him.

Vi) 1 Corinthians 15: 50-57: 50 Now this [ say, brethren, that flesh and
blood cannot tnherit the kingdom of God; netther doth corruption inherit tneorrup-
tlon. 51 Behold, | shew yow a mystery; we shall wot all sleep, but we shall all be
changed, 52 n a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last triump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised tncorruptible, ano we shall be
changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on tncorruption, and this mortal must
put on meortaLLtg. 54 So whew this corruptible shall have put on Lncorrupion,
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, thew shall be brought to pass the
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is thy
sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56 The sting of death is sin; and the
strength of sin is the law. 57 But thawks be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

* Paul was answering the question posed in verse 25 of Chapter 15 of 1 Corinthians about the resurrection. He was just
explaining one aspect of the Rapture - How are the dead raised up? and with what body do they come? n the process, he
was also shedding additional light on 1 Thessalonians 4: 15-16., and all of the other Rapture verses.

* Note that this verse mentions the “last trump”. Matthew 24: 21 also mentions the sound of a great trumpet.
They are one and the same. The next verse also corroborates the presence of the trump of God at His Second Coming.

Vit) 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18: 1= But [ would not have you to be
Lgnorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that Ye sorvow not, even as
others which have wo hope. 14 For Lf we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even
so thew also which sleep tn_jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto
you bg the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of
the Lord shall wot prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with the votee of the archangel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 1 Thew we which are alive
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lorad
bn the aiv: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18. Wherefore comfort one another
with these words.
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* Verse 18 of this portion of Seripture says: “Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” The comfort mentioned
here is not because they will be taken wp in the rapture and escape tribulation. it is because they will get to see their
loved ones once again. They feared never seeing them. They are told not to sorrow as those in the world do when a Loved
one of their’s dies, They (the lost) will never see their loved ones again. They/we were not comforted because they/we
wouldl be raptured before all hell breaks Lose.

* 1t is also to be noted that verse 15 vefers to this event as “the coming of the Lord”. it is also legitimately called The
Second Coming.

L

vitt) 2nd Thessalontans 2: 1: Now we beseech you, brethren, bH the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, ...

* s there any doubt that this event referved to here is the Rapture? Itis a coming and a gathering together unto Him; is

it not? n this verse it is made abundantly clear that the Rapture and His Coming are one and the same event. | fully

realize that the term Rapture is not in the KJV Bible. It is a term that was obtained from the Latin Bible. The words
coming or gathering could also have been used. The term Rapture however, kind of Ldentifies a specific coming or a
specific gathering.

ix) Acts 1: 11: Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing
wp into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from You into heaven, shall so
come L LLke manner as ye have seen him 0o Lnto heavewn.

B Comements

Are any more verses required? we have here the words of Jesus, through
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Then we have the testimontes of Paul and of the
angels. These words are all inspired by the Holy Spirit. They reveal that Jesus is
coming back soow for all of the saints, dead or alive, saved (former) Jews and
saved Gentiles, Olo Testament and New Testament believers. Dispensationalists
clatm that there will be a seperate resurrection for Old Testaments saints. Do You
see that in any of the preceding verses? Nevertheless, everyone will see Him at that
time. L will finally get to see my Saviour! What an awesome thought!

These individual verses do not all contain the same facts, but they do not
contradict one another. They are straight forward. They are complimentary. They
describe one Rapture. Each one gives more details. These are the clearest and most
undeniable Scriptures that can be found anywhere in the Bible regarding the
retwrn of Christ for the believers from all ages. Anyone who claims to be a BLble
believer has got to accept these undeniably clear verses. There is nothing in these
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verses that would Lead a new believer to think that there are two raptures: one for
the Gentiles and a separate one for the Old Testament saints. n addition to these
verses, there are also many other shorter corvoborating references to His Second
coming in the old and in the New Testaments.

Youw will also note that Matthew 24: 20, Mark 13: 26 and Luke 21: 2F, and
Revelation 1: 7 all tells us that every eye shall see him. So much for a secret
rapture. This aspect of His Coming was not mentioned in L Corinthians 15: 51-54
and 1 Thessalonians 4: 15-18. However, a stngle verse or passage cannot tncluole
all of the aspects of the rapture. As with many other events, they collectively
describe this same event. Nevertheless, these verses are misinterpreteo by dispen-
sationalists, who claim that they describe separate group raptures: a rapture of the
saints - a rapture of the saved Jews after the tribulation - a rapture of the
“tribulation saints” - ete., ete. There Ls no deny Lng however, that there have been,
and will be, evacuations to heaven of individuals ano small growps at various
times. However, there is only going to be one Rapture tn combination with the
Resurrection of the saints of all time, and with Second Coming of Christ.

C) when will Christ return for the saints?

L) Sowe Preliminary Thoughts

The essence of this summary deals the timing of the Rapture. As |
study this topic, | am well aware of Matthew 24: 26, where Jesus told us: “But of
that day and hour knoweth no man, ...” At that time, even He did not kinow whewn
He would return. This matter ts tn the Father’s hands. Nevertheless, Paul wrote that
we would kwnow the times and the seasons (1 Thess 5: 1 -4 (HL)) related to His
this future event. Note verse 4. That epistle was also written to us. It is for sure that
wo one can predict the day nor the hour - not even the most clever biblical scholars
by analyzing the details of daniel’s and other prophets’ prophesies. Our Lord also
tolol us to “look up” when certain things begin to come to pass (Luke 21: 22 (HL)).
If He told us to look up, there have got to be some things to look up for. _Jesus also
told ws that we would know whewn this event was very wear, evew at the door. ALL we
have to do Ls to observe what was mentioned Ln Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21.
It Ls not posstble to find just one single portion of Seripture however, which



http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B52C005.htm
http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B42C021.htm

18/51

contains all of the detatls concerning this event, although Matthew 24 comes
close. The complete picture however, must be arrived at by piecing together clearly
related verses from various locations in the Bible. The individual parts must then
compliment, not contradict, one another. The overall picture is like a gigantic
puzzle. Nevertheless, we are encouraged (Rev 1: 3) to study the Scriptures to see
where the pieces fit. There is a blessing given to those who do this. what dispensa-
tionalists have done however, Ls to teach that there is a variety of puzzles. Dispensa-
tlonalism is thew required as a guide to determine what pieces fit into what puzzle.
They have thusly made the study of end-times events extremely complex. No sin-
cere believer could have arrived at their complicated conclusions by merely reading
the Bible. Dispensationalism forces its followers to hamwmer pieces of the puzzle
Lnto Locations where they just do not fit.

Many wmay disagree with my conclusions, although most have never studied
this topic on their own. | recommend that a plain stripped-down King James Bible,
without footnotes and marginal comments, be used as you examine all that |
write. Let the Holy Spirit be Your teacher; not C.1. Schofield, not John Darby, not
Clarence Larkin, not Dwight Pentecost, not Matthew-Henry, and for sure, not
David Cameron, nor anyone else. Set asioe Yyour commentaries and just read the
Bible text. Reconcile everything that t write with the Seriptures. Make sure that it
all Lines up. Compare scripture with seripture. Ensure that wo Liberties are being
taken with the text. t repeat; Be a Berean (Acts 17: 11). (f it doesn't fit, or if it is
not compatible with other Scriptures, thew reject it.

Keep in mind again, that this summary is based on the assuwmption that the
qospel of Matthew 24, along with the entire Bible, was written for all believers; for
those twn these Last da Yys espeo'uau,a (2 T’Lmo’chy} 2:16 (HU). It deﬁwi’ceLg was not
written exclusively for the jews, otherwise most of the BLble would be irrelevant to
us. Doesn't 2 Timothy 3: 16-17 tell us that “All scripture s given by tnsplration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: that the mawn of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good works”? The Gospel of Matthew was written, including the chapters on
eschatology, to prepare us for the tough times which lie ahead.
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Also see John 16: 33: These things [ have spoken unto You, that bn me Yye
might have peace. n the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; [ have
overcome the world.
and 1 Thessalonians 3: 4: For Verily, when we were with You, we told Yyou before
that we should suffer tribulation; evew as it came to pass, anol ye know.

i) ®Beware of D'Lspewsatiowa Lisme.

[ keep making derogatory references to this doctrine inside of my swmmary.
w so doing, | have probably offended many believers, because this doctrine is
ubiquitous. why have t done this? It is mainly because it gives one a different
perspective on what Ls written concerning end times - to say the least. It provides
tts followers with a predetermined complex framework into which all eschatological
(end times) passages are forced - Like trying to force large square pegs into small
round holes. It just does not work. On the surface, this doctrine appears to be very
esoteric - very scholarly - only fully understood by “deep thinking” Christians.
Four years of Bible College, and thew some, are required to fully understand Lit,
and even thew it is too complicated to explain to “ordinary” believers like you and L.
Let me reemphasize; the Word of Godl does wot require a Ph.p. to comprehend. The
Holy Spirit is our incomparable teacher.

Those who follow this doctrine claim that “rightly dividing the word of
truth.” found in 2 Timothy 2: 15 means that Scripture can only be correctly
understood in the context of dispensations. That Ls not true. That was not the
Lntent of this verse. The word dispensations only used four times the Bible, and
only in the New Testament. Most of the times it is referring to a giving out or a
pouring out of the gospel or the grace of God.

For details concerning this doctrine, check out dispensationalism (HL). To
question this prominent teaching is considered by many to be akin to heresy. The
BLble clearly shows us that there Ls but one dispensation, and it is the dispensation
of grace throwugh fatth. Men have alwa Ys been saved this wa Y from the very begin-
ning. Adam’s son Abel, was saved by faith (Hebrews 11: 4), and tnnwmerable
anonymous and well known saint from that time until the present (See Genesis
4:26). Faith, not works, nor any combination thereof, has always beew the only
way to please God (Hebrews 11: &). God's nature never changes. Long ago men
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placed their faith in a future promised Saviour who would come. As time unfolded,
more Light was shed on this future Messiah until He actually came. He revealed
Himself as such to the lowly womaw at the well of Samaria (John 4: 25-26. We
now place our faith in a Saviour who came, as tHe promised that He would. we have
the written Word to describe Him. Nevertheless, it could not be clearer that
salvation is not faith plus works, nor faith plus conscience, nor faith plus Law,
wor faith plus anything. The gospel of Christ has always been the same. Hebrews
13: g tells us: “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever.” | vepeat:
Salvation has always been by grace through faith. Jesus is the only dispenser of
that saving grace. He Ls the only source and object of that saving faith.

Dispensationalism and erroneous Eschatology go hand-tn-hand. The prinei-
pal source of information for modern Christians about the Pre-Tribulation Rapture
Hypothesis is the “revered” Scofield Reference/Study Bible. If You perchance do
not believe me, consult one of these Bibles. You will quickly notice that there is
more commentary than biblical text on most of its pages. That alone should make
believers suspect of it. However, doesn't it Look much more sophisticated that a plain
ordinary stripped down K)V Bible? It for sure will Lmpress people around you in
chureh. tt is much thicker and wmore sophisticated Looking thawn a lowly stripped
down KJV. My NIV New Scofield (no longer used) Study BLbLle even starts to cast
doubt on the meaning of God’s Word in Genesis 1: 1, suggesting the possibility of
long ages. It continues to tntroduce uncertainty into God’s Word with its
marginal comments all the way through it, right up until Revelation 22.
Comments of this nature should lmwmediately raise a red flag in hearts of serious
believers. How much spiritual poison is Lethal? To mess with the word of God, by
making changes to it earns an automatic eternal death sentence. That s sertous
business.

Of course, my old Niv Scofteld Study Bible provides a different slant on
Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21; placiing the extant “Jews” tn a prominent end-
times role; hinting that these chapters were intended exclusively for them. it
clearly says Ln the footnotes that Luke 21, and bg Lmplication Matthew 24 and
Mark 13 are “not about His return to translate the church”. (See footnotes on Page
10824 in 1984 NIV).
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It is very dangerous to allow one maw, llke cyrus Scofield, (and thercbg his
revered predecessors: Jonn Darby and Clarence Larkin) to have so much tnfluence
on the doctrines of modern-day Christians. tt has been through the influence of
their extra-biblical commentary in particular that the occupants of the modern
natiow of Israel have been placed on such an elevated pedestal by Christians -
especially by Bvangelical Christians. This belief is called Christian Zionism. The
Scofield Bible has in particular led many believers to accept the Pre-Tribulation
Rapture doctrine, ano to rqjec’c clear statements n the Gospels to the contra ry. n
my old (no Longer used) Ntv Scofield Study BLble, Verses 29-31 of Matthew 24
ave falsely referrved to as the “the regathering of tsrael” (HL) (See page 1009 lower
footnote). The Jews, we are told, will be regathered from everywhere on earth by the
angels during another Rapture (HL) and brought back to Israel after The
Tribulation. The preceding link is from Thomas lee (HL), a well known, and very
polished dispensationalist. n his rather pompous messages, he gives the impres-
sion that ten Ph.D.’s are required to rightly understand eschatology. This man
talks as if he has just come down from “the mount”. Apparently the Holy Spirit
and the Bible alone are not enough for lowly believers such as us. We must be
tluwminated by men Like him. Sorry if | am “stepping on more toes” by saying
this, but my allegiance is to the Lord through the K)V BLble. It is not to men, no
wmatter how scholarly and sophisticated they may appear to be. L am glad that
someone “stepped on my toes” ow this issue years ago.

Lil) Matthew 24: The Post-Tribulation Rapture Foundational Scriptures:

In this stud Y, my principal framework text will be Matthew 24, corroborateo
b5 Mark 13 and Luke 21. At the end ofthis summary, on Page 39, | have
included a separate section which explains the reasons why ( believe that this text,
as well as all of the qospels, were writtew to all believers, not to the extant _jews.
Youw may want to read it before proceeding.

Matthew 24: 3-31: = Awndl as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came
unto him pri\/ateLH, sagiwg, Tell us, whew shall these things be? and what shall be
the sigw of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 4 And Jesus answered and
said unto them, Take heed that mo man decelve you. 5 For many shall come n my
name, sagiwg, [ am Chrtst; and shall decetve many. & And ye shall hear of wars
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and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to
pass, but the end is not yet. # For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthgquakes,
Ln divers places. € AlL these are the beginning of sorvows. 9 Thew shall they deliver
You up to be afflicted, and shall Rill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for
my name's sake. 10 And thew shall many be offended, and shall betray one
another, and shall hate one another. 11 And many false prophets shall rise, and
shall decelve many. 12 And because Lwiqui’cg shall abound, the Love of many
shall wax cold. 13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.
14 Andl this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nattons; and thew shall the end come. 15 When ye therefore shall see the
abowinatiow of desolation, spokew of by Dawndiel the prophet, stand in the holy
place, (whoso readeth, Let him wnderstand:) 16 Then Let them which be tn_Judaea
flee into the mountains: 17 Let him which Ls on the housetop not come down to
take any thing out of his house: 18 Neither Let him which is in the field retuwrn
back to take his clothes. 19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them
that give suck in those days! 20 But pray ye that your flight be not i the winter,
weither on the sabbath day: 21 For thew shall be great tribulation, such as was not
sinee the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 Ana except
those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s
sake those days shall be shortened. 22 Thew if any maw shall say unto You, Lo,
here is Christ, or there; believe it not. 24 For there shall arise false Christs, ano false
prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 25 Behold, | have told you before. 26
Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth:
behold, he Ls tn the secret chambers; believe Lt not. 27 For as the Lightwning cometh
out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son
of man be. 28 For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered
together. 29 tmmediataLg atter the tribulation of those da ys shall the suw be
darkened, and the moon shall wot give her Light, and the stars shall fall from
heavew, and the powers of the heavewns shall be shaken: 20 And thew shall appear
the stgwn of the Son of man Ln heaven: and thew shall all the tribes of the earth
wmourn, and they shall see the Sow of man coming in the clowds of heaven with
power and great glory. 31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a
trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end
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of heaven to the other. 33 So likewise ye, when Yye shall see all these things, know
that it is near, even at the doors.

(n their Lifetimes, Jesus’ tmmediate disciples did not experience all of the
troubles mentioned by Jesus in this end-times teaching session. This message was
obviously intended for a much wider audience down through time. There is much
New Testament Scripture to support the fact that the elect mentioned numerous
times here are believers, not end-time Jews. The awdience that He was addressing
here encompassed all of the saints from then wntil the present - Believers from all
nations of the world.

lv) The Tribulation Period - The first 3 1/2 years of Daniel 9: 27

It Ls to be noted that Matthew 24, and also Mark 12 and Luke 21, contaln a
message which was simultaneously given to two groups of believers. one message
was intended for those believers in His immediate audience 2,000 years ago - those
who who were saved out of Judaism. Those who would still be tn and around

Jerusalem at the time of the Romaw its invasion by Titus AD 67-74 (HL) and the
destruction of the temple (Matthew 24: 2) . why else would Jesus have tncluded
specific warnings like: “Thew Let theme which be in Judea flee wunto the mountains?
" (Matthew 24: 16) and “But pray ye that your flight be not i winter, neither on
the sabbath day:” (Matthew 24: 20). A Lot of good that warning would be for
anyowne today who would be attempting to flee from 21st Century weapons of war.
Mountains or snwow or Sabbath days, or even the city of Petra, would not make
much of a difference in these modern times. Let wme repeat: this warning was
specifically directed to Christian believers of Jewish origin who would still be in or
around Jerusalem at the time of the Jewish/Roman wars. The other part of the
message was intenoed for a much wider audience composed of multiplied millions
of believers worldwide thousands of years later who will be on earth just prior to His
return.

* where did the term “The Tribulation” come from? _Jesus warned us of a
tinmee of “great tribulation” (Matthew 24: 21) after the abomination of desolation.
This prophesy would be fulfilled twice. (t came to pass in AP 60, and it will come to
pass again one last time at the end of days. Satan will pour out his extreme hate
against Christians and Jews soon afrer the next Abomination of Desolation. This
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Last time however, will have worldwide ramifications, and it will thew tnvolve the
anti-christ, global government, spectacular deceptions, the mark of the beast, ete.

Matthew 24: 21 For thew shall be great tribulation, such as was not stince the
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.

Also see Matthew 24: 29: “lmmediately after the tribulation of those days ...”

BY these statements, Jesus thereby characterized the events deseribed in
verses 4 to 14 as a time of tribulation, and verses 15 to 28 as a time of great
tribulation. Consequently modern scholars have given this whole period of time the
name - The Tribuwlation.

The same Tribulation is also mentioned in Revelation F: 13-14. This guote
was given to_John the Revelator in response to a rhetorical question asked by one of
the elders.

13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are
arrayeod e whitte robes? and whewnce cane they? 14 And | satd unto him, Str, thou
knowest. And he said to wee, These are they whieh came out of great tribulation,
and have washed thetr robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

Those referred to as being arrayed in white robes were those who were described
earlier in Revelation 7: 8. They had just been raptured out of The Tribulation. How
else would ’ch65 have gottewn to heaven? Theg were raptured saints, not raptured
end-time _Jews. | am not implying by this statement that former religious Jews
canmnot become saints. Of course they can be saved. However, they must come to
Christ the same way as everyone else. They are on the same footing as everyone else
who comes to Christ by faith. They do not have a “special pass” to heavew. Verse 14
above is additional evidence that the saints are raptured after the tribulation.

8 Adfter this ( beheld, and, Lo, a great multitude, which no man could
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;
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* Dispensationalists inevitably resort to 1 Thessalonians 5: 9 to justify their
belief that Christians will not go through tribulation; especially not “The”
Tribulation.

For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord
_Jesus Christ,

This verse however, refers to wrath, not to tribulation. There is a significant
difference between these two. The wrath of Goad will be poured out own rebellious
mankind after the saints have been evacuated from the earth. tt will far exceed any
other punishments poured out by God in past history. This term is mentioned at
least a dozen times in the Book of Revelation. Of course God will not subject
believers, the saints, to His extreme wrath! Why would He do such a thing? Jesus
suffered the wrath of God for us on the cross, and in hell for three days (Matthew
12: 40 (HL)). Nevertheless, the events during that future time will be super-
natural; similar to, but much wmore pervasive and severe than the trials brought
upon the Egyptians by God through Moses. They will include: large bodies of
water turning to blood - all green grass being burned up - fire and hatl from
heavew - scorpion-like creatures with stings i their tales coming out of the pit -
large heavenly mountain-like toxic masses being cast into the sea, ete.. There is
Just no wa Yy that God will subject believers to these horrific things. Psalm g8: &—F
(HU) says that God poured out His wrath, which should have been for us, upon His
Sow i hell. The extent of this sacrifice on His part for undeserving sinners such
as us is unfathomable - what love! This verse was not written about the psalm
writer David. Nevertheless, the saints will no Longer be around at that horrific time.
There is just no way that Goo will subject His saints to such horrendous trials.

John 16: 33 however, still tells us that the satnts will undergo tribulation:

These things | have spoken unto you, that tn me ye might have peace. n the
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; L have overcome the world.

Tribulation has always beewn the Lot of believers. Consult the Foxe's Book Of
Martyrs (HU) to see what may have happened to our fellow believers a few centuries
ago. Take some of this information with a few grains of salt.
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* Jacob’s Trouble: Mawny modern believers ervoneously call the above-
mentioned Tribulation Pertod (Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21), the time of
Jacob’s trouble (Jeremiah 20: # (HL)). They are wrong. This verse Ls an obscure one
which is taken out of context. it refers to the troubles undergone by Israel at the
time of their dispersion by foreign powers. The Tribulation will be a time of extreme
testing for believers, not for the extant_Jews. Christians are the ones who have been
hated - presently are hated - and will be hated (Matthew 24: 9) by the world,
during that time in particular. There is no way that this verse is referring to endl-
times _Jews. How could these Scriptures possibly be written for their benefit in the
future? They hate Christ. God will not instantly convert this extreme Jewish hate
tnto Love when “... theg shall Look upon me whom theg have pierced, 7 when theg
supposedly see Him coming L the skies for them (Zechariah 12: 10). This is
another Scripture that has beew taken out of context. For a long time, [ fervently
believed that it was about the Jews in the last days. No longer do t believe this. This
event already took place 2,000 years ago on Calvary. At that time, those in
attendawnce were from Juoah, Bemjamiw and Levt (Zechariah 12: 12-14 (HL)).
They looked directly upon the one whowm they had pierced. This verse is not
referencing some future regathering of the twelve tribes on srael.

The Jews have not been given a faithless plan of salvatiow; different from
everyone else. Many _Jews who saw Him in Person on earth accepted Him and His
teachings. Many did not. They even saw Him raise Lazarus from the dead. unbel-
LevabLg, they even wanted to RILL Him and Lazarus for this miracle (Johw 12: 10).
Their ungodly motive was political. They did not want to Lose their special status
with Rome. Romans 10: 17 tells us: “So thew faith cometh bg hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.” Faith does not come by miracles nor by sight. with
this in mind, why thew do certain men believe that God will instantly convert the
extant Jews whew they see Him coming in the sky? Thomas was chastised for
having this attitude (Johw 20: 25) - “The other disciples therefore satd winto him,
wWe have seen the LORD. But he said unto them, Except | shall see in his hawnds the
print of the natls, anol put my finger into the print of the natls, and thrust my
hawo into his side, [ will not believe.” Look at Jesus’ response to Thomas in John
20:29: “ Jesus satth unto him, Thomas, because thow hast seen me, thouw hast
believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” Those who got
saved back then, and those who get saved today believed/believe in His words. Faith
Ls not sight (Hebrews 11: 1 and &). We, who exist lLong after He walked on earth,



http://www.kingjamesbible.com/B24C030.htm

27/51

have wot seen Him, and yet we still believe His words. This faithless kind of
instant Jewish conversion en masse that we are told is going to happen smells Like
calvintsm (HL) to me - a salvation that bypasses the human will. why should
they get saved a different way thaw everyone else? There is but one way.

Getting back to the subject of The Tribulation, Revelation &: 1- 1& corrobo-
rates Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21. It includes six of the sevew seals,
tncluding the four horsemen. As these verses are examined , one will see that the
events during this time are basically the same as those in Matthew 24: 4-24. You
will specifically note that verses 12 and 13 of Revelation & mention the exact same
unmistakable pre-Rapture events as Matthew 24: 29: the darkening of the sun
and the moon, and the stars of heaven falling. This is not a cotncidence. Thus
Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21 and Revelation & are Linked together.

* wWhen Jesus satad, ”(mmediateLg after the tribulation of those da ys, ...", He
Lmplied that the period of tribulation was over at this point. Matthew 24: 29 desc-
ribes an unmistakable series of unprecedented events that will happen at the end of
the period of tribulation. There will be cataclysmic changes in the sun, moon and
the stars. [t Ls as Uf the stage s being set for the event that believers have been
Looking forward to for ages - His glorious coming for them. What a time that will
be! what anticipation! oOur lamps will e Lit, and we will be ready to go up to the
banguet! Hallelujah! Maranatha! My heart is pounding.

The things that occur ow earth after the Rapture (Matthew 24: 20-31) are
entirely different from what happens before this event. We have to go again to the
Book of Revelation to get details concerning this latter period of time. tt will no
Longer be characterized solely by tribulation, or trouble, or man-on-man violence.
(t will be the time of the pouring out of God's extreme wrath on wnrepentant man-
kind. Revelation &: 16-17 clearly describes the turning point.

16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the
face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 17 For the
great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?

The punishment which s dispensed on rebellious men during that time will
be very severe. It will be wnprecedented God-on-man violence - supernatural - no
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Longer the man-on-man violewce that characterized the previous 3 1/2 years. You
will note that the early part of chapter & of Revelation (the four horsemen) Ls
parallel with the tribulation described in Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21. The
saints will be in heaven after this time. You will also wote that the word wrath
appears mostly in the latter chapters of Revelation: 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 18 and 19,
denoting a clear division between tribulation and wrath. The judgements are
much more severe. The seven Years will thew end at the coming of Christ with the
saints (Rev 19: 11) for to set up His wmillennial retgn.

* Nowhere in the gospels is there any indication that the Christ will return for
the saints before Matthew 24: 20-31.  AlL of the seriptural evidence indicates that
this long-hoped-for event is going to happen at the end of this extremely trying
period of time. tt coula not be more clear that the Rapture will not oceur at the
beginning of this time. tt will happen at the end of this period of tribulation. Any
first-time reader of Matthew 24 would naturally interpret these passages this way,
unless of course, that they read Scofield, where they will be told that Matthew 24,
Mark 13 and Luke 21 were not tntended for them, but for the end-time _Jews. Our
teacher is the Holy Spirit, not Cyrus Ingerson Scofield.

V) Verses used by dispensationalists to justify a pre-trib rapture

Pre-Trib believers resort to 2 Thessalonlans 2: 3 and Revelation 4: 1 for their
prime scriptural justification of a pre-tribulation Rapture. They also referto 1
Thess 5:2-3, 9, 2 Thess 1: 9-10, Luke 21: 36 and Rev 3: 10 as proof that the
saints will not go through (the) tribulation prior to His return. They do not
differentiate between a period of time characterized by extreme man generated
tribulation for believers, and a separate and distinct time characterized by the
outpouring of the wrath of God upon unrepentant mankind. These are two
drastically different prolonged events. You will find this in their Literature (HU).
They also do not accept Matthew 24: 30-31, Mark 13: 26 and Luke 21: 27 as
being the same Rapture as 1 Thessalonians 4: 15-1F. As a matter of fact, as  have
already written, they clatm that Matthew 24 was written excLuvaeLg for extant

_Jéws.
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The Flood is also used by dispensationalists to symbolize the fact that God
will not allow the saints to go through (the) tribulation. They do not see that Noah
and his family went through much tribulation before the arc was shut. Those on
the ark did not however, go through the deadly outpouring of God’s wrath which
followed. Using biblical symbolism can also be used by those who have a pre-trib
agenda - used in ways that it was not intended for.

Let us now have a closer Look at these verses in Thessalonians and in
Revelation. Ave they legitimate proof of a Pre-Trib Rapture? You will quickly see
that they are the most obscure verses that could possibly have been used to justify
this conclusion. Nevertheless, | have not heard any other “better” verses to support
their case. tf you know of one or more additional clear verses to these, thew please
use my e-mail address at the end of this report to inform me. Somehow ( do not
think that you will find any. Surely one who accepts the above mentioned verses
in 2 Thessalonians 2 and Revelation 4 as evidence for a Pre-Trib Rapture could
easily be convinced about the flat earth hypothestis, or of geocentricity.

Here are their prime proof verses:

2 Thessalonians 2: 2: “Let wo man deceive You by any means: for that day
shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be
revealeol, the son of perdition;”

They actually use a verse which undoubtably proves a post-trib post
Abowmination of Desolation rapture to prove the opposite. A “falling away”, they tell
us, Ls “a type of Rapture”??2? Down is up? A falling is a rising! How is this
conclusion arrived at? what Rind of Logic is this? well, here it Ls: “In the GreeR”,
perdition, we ave told, comes from the original word “apostasia”, which apparently
really means departure, not a falling away. Thus this comment implies that there
was a wmistranslation in the K)V. Thus the Rapture really happens first, before the
Abomination of Desolation is revealed - before the Gathering of the saints.

It is Lronic that (FB pastors accept this kind of modern versions reasoning
which involves resorting to the Greek, while yet still claiming to be King james
ownly. Another clear example of resorting to the Greek and to the modern versions
Ls the way that they have changed the meaning of 2 Thessalonians 2: 2. The KJV
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clearly says “..., as that day of Christ is at hand.” This is clearly telling us that
Jesus’ 2nd coming is not lmminent until certain major events happen. L.e. the
Abomination of Desolation. Here s what my (no longer used) NIV says for that
same verse: “..., the day of the Lord has already come.” These are not the same!
which one Ls correct? The NIV quote is the one that most Bilble-preaching pastors

(including IFB pastors) resort to in order to twist the meaning of this verse anal
Justify an imminent rapture.

Here Ls another “proof text” that is often used to justify a pre-trib rapture:

Revelation 4: 1: “Adfter this ( Looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven:
anol the first voice which [ heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which
said, come up hither, and | will shew thee things which must be hereafter.”

John going up to heavew alone in the spirit is a type of Rapture??? No Jesus in
the clouds! No saints! No trumpet! ... only a voice sounding lowd Like a trumpet.
No angels! No Resurrection! The fact that there are elders present in heaven after
this event Ls used to show that the church (represented bg elders) has been raptured
to heaven at this time. No further comments are regquired.

A good example tn support of a tribulation before the Rapture however, is
given tn 1 Thessalonians 5: 3:

For whewn they shall say, Peace and safety; thew sudden destruction cometh
wpow them, as travatl Wpow a wWoman wtth child; and they shall not escape.

Travail comes upon a womawn before the birth of her child - does it not? - wot
after the birth of her child. tt is obvious that this means that the Tribulation comes
before the Rapture; not after.

Vi) Where does the concept of a # year long tribulation/wrath
period come from?

n Matthew 24: 15, Jesus made a very clear connection with the old Testa-
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ment prophesies of the prophet Daniel, given in Daniel 9: 27: He Ls the author of all
of the BLble, tncluding Daniel.

15 when ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by
pantel the prophet, stand Ln the hoLQj place, (Whoso readeth, Let hime understand:)

Keep in mind that that _Jesus was addressing the saints of all time in this
Verse; wotjust those tn His tmmediate audience. tt Ls only by reading extra biblical
writings that a first time reader of this narrative can be Led to believe that this
warning was written exclusively to the end-time Jews. This verse does makes it
clear that Christians who are own earth at that time will see the Abomination of
Desolation. We are tncluded in the “When ye therefore shall see ...” n making this
prophesy, Jesus was thereby placing Daniel Chapter 9, and verse 27 tn particular,
tnto an end-time context. (Paul also corroborated this also in 2 Thessalontans 2:
3-4). Here is the specific verse that describes a 7 year period of tribulation/wrath.

27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the
midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the
overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even wntil the
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

* One week Ls used here to describe 7 years.

2 Let no man decelve You by any means: for that day shall wot come, except
there come a falling away first, and that maw of sin be revealed, the son of
perdition; 4 Who opposeth andl exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that
Ls worshipped; so that he as God sitteth i the temple of God, shewing himself that
he Ls God.

_Jesus thereby placed the verses in Matthew 24 that surround verse 15 (AOD)
tnto an end times context:

Let us now Look at the entire portion of Scripture in Daniel 9 which contains
VErse 2F.

Daniel prophesied about a seventy week period of time after the Jewish
captivity in Babylon. tt outlines their history, with obvious gaps, from the time of
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thetr return from Bab ylon until the consummation.

Daniel 9: 24-25 -27: 24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people ano
upow thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and
to make reconciliation for inigquity, and to bring in everlasting righteouswness,
and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 25 Kinow
therefore and wnderstand, that from the going forth of the commandment to
restore and to build Jerusalemn unto the Messitah the Prince shall be seven weeks,
and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in
troublous times. 26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off,
but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the
city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end
of the war desolations are determined. 237 And he shall confirm the covenant with
many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and
the oblatiow to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it
desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upown
the desolate.

This period of seventy weeks, or 490 years, started at the commandment by
King Cyrus of Persia, which gave the Jews permission and the funds to rebuild the
house of the Lord in Jerusalem (Bzra 1: 1-2). It end with the consummation. ( will
shed wmore light on this event further into the study.

* As have already written, the last week of Daniel’s seventy weeks prophesy
(verse 27 of Daniel 9) is the origin of the concept of a sevew year long tribulation/
wrath period. This week (of years) was placed lnto a present oa Yy context when

Jesus referved to the Abomination of Desolation (AOD)in His Olivet discourse
(Matthew 24: 15). Matthew 24 applies to all believers.

15 Whewn ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by
paniel the prophet, stand i the holy place, (whoso readeth, Let him understand:)

Some writers have said that this event was once and for all fulfilled when
Titus destroyed the temple in AD 70. Some even say that this event was fulfilled
bg Awntiochus Epiphanes in 160 BC. The first claim can be ruled out however, bg
the fact that _Johw referred to the same future happening in the Book of Revelation,
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Chapter 13: 4-6, which was written around 90 AD or thereabouts. The secondl claim
can be ruled out by the fact that_jesus mentioned Matthew 24: 15 long after that
second event took place.

4 Awnd they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they
worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war
with him? 5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things ana
blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months. &
Awnd he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and
his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.

Historians generally agree that the Book of Revelation was written somewhere
near AD 90; twenty years after the Romans invaded Jerusalem and Judea. There-
fore AD 70 was wot the final fulfillbment of the Abomination of Desolation. Why
make a prophesy about an event that has already taken place?

BY placing AOD in the midst of Matthew 24, It therefore stands to reason
that the accompanying events described in this chapter, before and after verse 15,
take place during that sevew year period, or at least during part of it. The word
tribulation was used twice by _Jesus in this portion of Scripture. These same
happenings are corroborated in Mark 13 ano Luke 21. Thus this future period of
time has become Rnown as The Tribulation.

Vil) The seven years of Daniel 9 is 3 1/2 Years of tribulation
followed by 3 1/2 years of the outpouring of God’s wrath? it is not a
continuous seven years long period?

* Let us look at the first half of the seven years- The Tribulation.

The idea of 2 1/2 years of tribulation comes from Daniel 9: 2F. it is clearly
stated in this verse that that the sacrifice and the oblation shall cease and the
Abomination of Desolation (OAD) will occur in the midst of that Last week. Half of
sevew years is 3 1/2 years.

27 Awnd he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the
midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the
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overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even wntil the
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

There is also the mention of the Abomination of Desolation in Daniel g:
11-14:

11 Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the
daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of the sanctuary was cast down. 12
Awnd an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reasow of trans-
gression, and it cast dowwn the truth to the ground; and it practised, and prospered.
13 Thew ( heard one saint speaking, and another saint said wnto that certain
saint which spake, How Long shall be the vision concerning the daitg sacrifice,
and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be
trodden under foot? 14 And he satd unto me, Unto two thousand and three
hundred days; thew shall the sanctuary be cleansed.

Note that 2,300 days equals 6.3 years. There Ls reasow to believe that this
period of time begins somewhere after the confirming of the covenant with many
(Dawntel 9: 27) during that Last week, and ends at Armageddon.

This particular first time period (3 1/2 years) Ls mentioned elsewhere tn
Scripture. In Revelation 11: 2 and 13: 5, John mentions the fact that the
antichrist will be in power for 26 months, or = 1/2 years. da niel concludes hts
book. in chapter 12 with the fact that approximately = 1/2 years (1, 335 days) will
pass unttl the AOD Ls set wp, and then roughtg another 2 1/2 years (1,290 olags)
after this event. This is the same AOD as is mentioned by Jesus in Matthew 24:
15. (n this same discourse the word tribulation s used twice (verse 21 and verse
29). Thus Paniel 9: 2F connects with Matthew 24. It is thew reasonable to
conclude that verses 4 to 14 of Matthew 24 describe, at least in part, the first 3
1/2 years of that 7 year tribulation period. Daniel 9: 27 also alludes to the
consummation as being end of that seven year period. Remember that according
to Matthew 24, the first half of that seven years is a time of tribulation. It is
buttressed in the middle by AOD, the cataclysmic signs in the skies, and by the
Rapture. Verses 16 to 26 give us additional details concerning the tribulations of
that time. Jesus used that term to describe it.
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* Let us now Look at the second 3 1/2 years of Daniel’s Foth week. It is of a
totally different nature thaw the first 3 1/2 years. This part of the culminating
sevew years is characterized by the of outpouring of God's pent up wrath on
mankind. tt is reserved for His adversaries (Nahum 1: 2). Pawniel describes its
length as 1,260 days (Paniel 12: 11). John also mentions this time period tn
Revelation 11: 2-3 as 42 months. it ends with an event called the consummation
(Dantel 9 : 27).

Now let’s Look at the meaning of the word consummation from Paniel 9: 27
Rather than using a dictionary, we will Let the Bible explain itself.

2 Thessalonians 2: &, using the word consume, tells us:

Awnd thew shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with
the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightwness of his coming:

This is the exact same conswmmation as ts mentioned in Dantel 9: 2 as
happening at the end of Daniel’s seventieth week. “That wicked” i this verse is
obviously the anti-christ.

There are numerous verses in both the old and the New Testaments of the
BLble which allude to God coming down to consume Ringdoms (Daniel 2: 44),
tndividuals (2 Thessalonians 2: g), all that forsake the Lovd (tsatah 1: 28) and
those who Lived in Israel at the time of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 16: 4). Hebrews 12: 29
tells us that “... our God is a consuming fire.” It stands to reason therefore that the
end of the seven Years of Daniel 9: 27 will be with a judgement by fire. This fire
may be figurative or Literal or both. (n Revelation 19: 15 we are told that whew te
retwrns again, He will smite the nations with the sword of His mouth. Neverthe-
less, tt will be an outstanding culminating event. There will be no mistaking
whew it happens. Believers will actually take part in it as soldiers in God's army.
This will be the long-prophesied Battle of Armagedoon”. The period characterized
by the outpouring of God’s wrath will be over and we will witness all of this.
Wow!l!l Bven so, Lord Jesus come.

There are two different comings clearly referred to in the New Testament - a
coming for the saints, and a Coming with the saints. There will be no Coming for
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the extant Jews. (BY extant, L mean the Jews who will exist on earth at the time of
His coming). one will happen at the end of the seven year period whew Christ
returns with the saints (Revelation 19: 11-16) to destroy the anti-christ and his
minions, who have just finished their final = 1/2 rule of terror. This is ot the
same coming as Matthew 24: 30-31. One is a return to gather His elect; while the
other one Ls a return on a white horse, with a vesture dipped in blood, with the title
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS, leading the armies of heaven to smite
the nations. | am Ln tears as | visualize this awesome event! | repeat, the elect
mentioned here are the saints of all ethnic backgrounds, tncluding saved Jews.
owe coming is at the midpoint of the seven years of dawndel; the other coming is at
the end of that period of time.

It Ls my conviction that the midpoint of that 7 year period is defined by the
cataclysmic changes in the sun, moon and stars (verse 29), just before His
glorious return for the saints (Verses 20 and =1 of Matthew 24). It s at this point
at which men call for the rocks and mountains to fall on them and to hide them
from God’s wrath (Revelation &: 15-137). At this point, they will be aware that
Judgement is “coming down the pike”. Their hearts will fail them for fear of what
Ls going to happen to them (Luke 21: 26).

s there more Scriptural evidence that there will be another 3 1/2 year
period of time after the Rapture when God deals differently with those who still
remain ow earth? There are numerous Scriptures found throughout the Bible that
refer to the division of Daniel’s Foth week into two distinet parts of approximately
21/2 years: 422 months (B 1/2 5ears) - pantel #: 25, Revelation 13: 5. 1,235
days (3.66 yrs)- pantel 12:12. 1,260 da Yys (3.45 years) - Revelation 11: 3.
1,290 days (3.53 Years) - Daniel 12: 11. 2,300 days (6.30 years) - baniel g:
13-14. The numbers change slightly if the lunar calendar of 360 days is used.

There is wmore evidence of a final 3 1/2 years of the outpouring of God’s wrath
Ln the Book of Revelation &: 15-17. These verses mark the beginning of a time
when God'’s wrath is poured out ow rebellious mankind. This time Ls obviously
distinet from The Tribulation. mmediately after this announcement, John saw a
great multitude tn heaven (Rev'n 7 9, 13-14). Where else could such a large
number of people have come from but from the Rapture. Even though we are not
directly told that this enormous gathering is a result of the Rapture, it is automat-
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Leally inferred in the context of the surrounding verses. immediately after it, God
begins to pour out His wrath on rebellious mankind (Revelation €, 9, 15, 16, 17
ano 18). The events that happen before it are the tribulation period. | repeat; one Ls
characterized by God-on-wman violence (wrath), whereas the other Ls man-on-man
violence, with some satanic empowered evil thrown i,

Revn &: 16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us
from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 17+
For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?

ReV'W F: 9, 13-14: 9 After this ( beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood
before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their
hawnds;

13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are
arrayeod e whitte robes? and whewnce canme they? 14 And | satd unto him, Str, thou
knowest. And he said to wee, These are they whieh came out of great tribulation,
and have washed thelr robes, and made them white L the blood of the Lamb.

Revelation 14: 12-16 Ls another description of The Rapture.

13 And heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may
rest from their Labours; and their works do follow them. 14 Anad  Looked, and
behold a white clowd, and upow the clowd one sat like unto the Sow of mawn, having
ow his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. 15 And another angel
came out of the temeple, cry tng with a lowd volce to him that sat ow the clowd,
Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest
of the earth is ripe. 16 And he that sat on the cloud thrust tn his sickle ow the earth;
and the earth was reaped.

The fact that the angels do the reaping does not negate the fact that both of
these harvests occur separately for the saints and for the damned. They may also
be at different times. why couldn't the “caught up” of 1 Thessalonians 4: 17 be
done by angels?



38/51

You will also wotice that verses 19 and 20 from that same warrative refer to
the winepress of the wrath of Goa:

12 Andl another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and
crted with a Lowd ery to him that had the sharp sickle, saH'w\,g, Thrust tn thy sharp
sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe.
19 And the angel thrust tn his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the
earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the
winepress was trodoen without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even
unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.

From this time after in the Book of Revelation, the words wrath of God are
frequently used: Revelation 14: 10, 14:19, 15: 1, 15: 7, 16: 1 and 19: 15. This
time makes up the final 2 1/2 years of Daniel’s vision in Daniel 9: 27

D Will the Jews suffer during the tribulation?

If you haven't consulted a C.1. Scofield reference Bible to tell you otherwise,
then you have to believe that all of the intense trials in Matthew 24: 4-14, 16-2¢6,
as well as those described tn Mark 12 and Luke 21, will happen to all believers;
both to the saved Jews and to the saved Gentiles world wide. These trials will
continme on until Christ’s return. Matthew 24: 29 makes this fact clear. t will
adwmit that some of these verses in Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21; the ones
that refer to Judea, sabbath, sywagogues and Jerusalem, appear to also be directed
in particular towards believers who were/are occupants of the nation of Israel
during the destruction of Jerusalem around 70 AD. Many prophesies made in
Scripture have numerous applications. Dispensationalists use these verses to say
that the_Jews in particular will go through the Tribulation. Christians, they say,
will have beew evacuated from the earth by that time. We are thew told that these
tntense trials will motivate the Jews who exist tn that area to turn to their Messtah.

n Luke 21: 12-35, You will notice a distinet contrast in this narrative
between the use of the personal pronouns You, Your, Ye and Yourselves, with the
verses that use the impersonal pronouns them and they. Could it be that_jesus was
personally addressing two different groups of people here - one group He addressed
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personally while the other group He addressed objectively? Could it be that He was
adoressing His beloved followers when using the personal pronouns, while He was
addressing the “)ews” when using the impersonal objective pronouns?

[ placed the word Jews in the previous semtence Ln quotes, because ﬁrng
believe that the present occupants of the nation of Israel are, for the most part, not
the descendants of Abrahawm, (saac and jacob. Their tribal identities especially were
lost many thousands of years ago. PNA studies may be able to detect slight traces
of Jewishness, or of Middle Bastern descent in some of thewm. A very large number
of those today who call thewmselves Jews however, are proselytes. At some point in
their history, they converted from other religious groups. The present day Palestin-
Ltans may actually have more Jew in them thawn those in that area of the world who
clatm to be pure descendants of twelve sons of Jacob/Israel. Religious Jews they
may be, but the occupants of the modern natiow of Israel, for the most part, are
definitely not pure Jews, nor even close to it. No one in this modern world is pure
anything. The DNA of most people today has been so homogenized over the years
that no one can say that they are pure awgthiwg. Who kinows; you or ( may have a
small trace of Jewish blood in us.

Matthew 24: 9 tells us about those who will be persecuted, afflicted and hatead
by all nations. The hate will be for my name’s sake (Christ’ Name) . Bellevers tn
Christ will therefore be the recipients of this extreme hate. This has happened for
centuries and Lt will tnerease tn Lwtewsi,’cg as the end approaches. This verse in
Matthew’s Gospel for sure could not possibly be tn reference to religious Jews. The
“Jews “ on earth today have been hated for many millennia, but not for the Name
of Christ. They are the ones who vehemently hate the Nawe of Christ. verse 9 is for
believers, as is the whole chapter.

Bventually the exiled Jews, from the Southern nation of Judah, were absorbed
by the populations that they were exiled to. This dispersion happened due to the
Roman General Titus around AD F0. The conguerors dispersed them everywhere.

Just Like the ten northern tribes of tsrael who were exiled by the Assyrians
hundreds of Years earlier. For the most part, they also Lost their identities as they
were dispersed. Add to this the fact that they were constantly being re-exiled from
the countries that they lived in after the AD 70 dispersion. Those who call
themselves Jews in the last millennium have brought hate upon themselves in
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most of the countries that they have lived in, due, at least in part, to their predatory
financial practices. They were not hated for any spiritual reasow. Their new
religion, Talmudic Judaism, is nothing short of Ldolatry. ( don't think that God
placed a mark on thewm as He did on Cain. Would any nation love a people who
constdered thelr hosts, ”gogim” - no better thaw cattle? That ts what thetr Talmwd
teaches them. Jerusalem and the extant “Jews” will for sure be i the end-times
mix, but not tn a good way. There is nothing in the end-time narrative to place
extant Jews into any prominent role in the world, other thaw to be terrorized during
the last Abomination of Desolation. The Bible however, has a prominent place for
the tsraeli saints and patriarchs of old, of which there are many. They are
mentioned tn prophesy. Ezekiel 37: 21-22 (HL) is an example of such a Scripture.
Surely they will thew inherit the unconditional promises made to them whew they
are resurrected, along with everyowne else who died as bellevers. See qalatians =: 7,
22-29 (HL). God still has plans for them.

( hope that this summary was a blessing to Yyou. Pon't forget to check
everything out against Scripture.

Pass ttow .....
David cameron
Mﬂg 15, 201:9
Edited Dec #, 2020

daveandchriscameron@amatl.com
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was the Gospel of Matthew written
exclusively for the Jews?

who was the tntended audience of Matthew 24's Olivet Discourse? The answer
to this question is key to understanding Post Tribulation Pre-wWrath Eschatology.
Pre-Trib Rapture teachers claim that it was written with a Jewish, non-Christian,
auwdience tn mind. According to them, it describes the trials and tribulations to be
undergone bg the extant_Jews; those who will be alive in the modern Land called
(srael at that time. They believe that the trials described therein will cause them to
convert en masse to Christ. [t Ls the key to their doctrine.

The answer to this gquestion is rather long, but it is essential. If Matthew 24
Ls all about the Jews, thew the Pre-Seven-Year Tribulation Rapture that is accepted
bg most Baptists toda Y becomes more plaustble. If not, thew this popular doctrine
falls apart

ALL of the Gospels, including the Olivet Discourse chapters, are an integral
part of the “all Scripture” mentioned in 2 Tlmothy 3: 16. They were written for all
(Mark 13: 27), and wotjust to an exclusive Jewish audience. if the following
answers are reasonable and seriptural, then end-times teaching become much
much simpler. Bverything thew falls into place.

37 And what | say unto you | say unto all, wateh.
The following are my reasons for believing that all of the Gospels, including
Matthew were intended for all believers. undoubtably there are even more reasons to

belteve as 1 do.

A Awn all bnclusive commown salvation message is given in all four Gospels. There
Ls only one Gospel (good news) - not one for jews and another one for Gentiles.

Verses Like Matthew 11: 28-30 (HL) for example, were addressed to all people,
tncluding to saved (former) Jews. Most believers cspecLaLLH accept Matthew 2:
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18-20 (HL), The great Commission, as betng intended for all believers. ( for swre
do. It is our marching orders. Why would this message be placed at the end of a
book that is supposedly intended exclusively for the Jews? The specific message
that we are told to “teach to all nations” is a wmessage of salvation by grace through
faith. it is a messageto all men. only born again believers in_Jesus Christ can
possess and dispense that message of good news. The Jewish message, if they even
have one to give, Ls not good news. As with all other false gospels, it is a Christless
message of salvation through works. The Bible is very clear that men do not get
saved that way (Ephesians 2: 8-9 (HL)). This Book therefore was written to all
believers tn Christ.

Hyper dispensationalism (HL), along with many of thelr other strange
beliefs, makes the claim that all four Gospels, especially Matthew, Matthew 24
(HU) in particular, were intended only for the Jews. That would mean that_john 3:
16 has been wmisapplied by Christians. t don't think so! Was it not written to all
stnners, regardless of ethinle pedigree? It Ls the clearest gospel verse in all of
Scripture. It Ls the most well known verse in all of the BLble. It was adoressed to
“the world”; not just to the unsaved Jews. Most dispensationalists however, are not
this extreme.

Dispensationalists in general however, do teach that that Matthew 24 gives
an exclusive Jewish message? Why, they say, would Jesus especially have
tncluded the verses about fleeing on the sabbath (verse 20), and about those in

Judea fleeing to the mountains (verse 16), ete.? Is this not an indicator that
everything in this chapter was for the _jews who would live in_Jerusalem and in
Judea at the time of these trials? tt is my firm belief that these verses were given by
Jesus in order to warn believing (former) Jews in Jerusalem who had come out of
Judaism - those would still be in_judea around 70 AD, when Titus destroyed the
Tewmple. Later Rome finished the job by invading and levelling Jerusalem ano
Judea (120 AD), as Jesus said would happen. Believers of Jewish origin hao been
given a comwmission to go and to spread the gospel to the world, which they did not
yet do. Lnfortunately, the persecution in_jerusalem and in_judea motivated them
to quit gazing up at the sky and move on to the task at hand.

n chapter 21 of Luke, the same types of warnings are given. However, as |
have previoung written, You wiLll note that the meersowaL objective pronouns them
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and they are used from Luke 21: 21-25. These are not words that someone would
normally use for persons who were the objects of God’s affection. These verses wmore
thaw likely are intended for the non-believing _Jews who would be in the area near
the temple during the time of the first Abomination of Desolation (AD 70).
Cowmpare these verses with verses € to 18 in the same chapter. Did you wotice the
contrast in the pronouns used? In Verses g-18, the personal pronouns ye, You and
your are used. The nature of the events described indicate that these pronouns
apply to His beloved followers. Contrast these verses with verse 23: “for there shall
be great distress tn the land, and wrath upown this people.” For the most part, these
chapters were writtew to_Jewish (former) believers, not to the religious Jews - those
who followed Judaism. Generally they hate Him and consider Him Lrrelevant.
why would He warn them about things to come?

B Mark 13 is a chapter that deals exclusively with end-times events. At the end of
this chapter, Jesus saia:

37 And what | say unto you ( say unto all, wateh

what could Jesus have possibly meant by this statement? (s it not clear that
all that He said, and what was written in this chapter, was tntended for all
believers who would read this message. tt would be a real stretch to say that the
preceding verses in Mark 12, which compliments Matthew 24 and Luke 21, were
intended just for the Jews. Jesus knew that His words woulal be read and believeo
by Christians everywhere for thousands of years to come. They are especially being
read in these unprecedented days when the end appears to by very close.

Cc wWhy would Jesus have given a special exclusive message in these chapters to
those who were adherents to a religlow that had ruwn Lts course?

The Jewish religion never was, nor ever will be a means of salvation.

qalatians 3: 24 tells us: Wherefore the Law was owr schoolmaster to bring us winto
Chirist, that we might be justified by faith.
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The old system of animal sacrifices, religious observances, a temple and an
altar, that singled out_Jews as_Jews, was soow to be made redundant by our Lord.
Hebrews 10: 4 tells us:

For it is wot possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away
sins.

Jesus fulfilled all of the Old Testament types:

His sacrificial death fulfilled all of the types represented by the jewish
rituals. He was “the Passover Lamb” (Gewests 12: 2-6). His was “the blood that
maketh an atonement for the sowl.” (Leviticus 17: 11 and Hebrews 9:22), Hewas
“the ram caught tn the thicket” (Genesis 22:13). He was the brass serpent that
was raised on a pole (Genesis 21: 9). He was/is “... the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world” (John 1: 29). He was/is “the Lamb slain from the
fowndation of the world” (Revelation 13: 8). what need is there for a temple when
“... ye are the temple of the Living God” (2 Corinthians &: 16)? There is no more
weed for a physical altar. “we have an altar, whereof they have wo right to eat which
cerve the tabernacle.” (Hebrews 13: 10). with all of this tn mind, what need Ls there
any wore for animal sacrifices? He was the ultimate sacrifice. what need is there
any wmovre for two separate peoples - Jews and saved Gewtiles? “For he Ls owr peace,
who hath wmade both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition
between us.” (Ephesians 2: 14 and Acts 15:7-9).

( repeat, why would God have written an exclusive warning to the Jews twn the
Gospels about end-times events when they are no longer an exclusive people? Their
religious rituals are now meaningless. tt is even debatable Lf extant_Jews are even
the genuine descendants of Abraham. Regardless, their special status was removed
from them after they rejected their Messiah. ( repeat, why would God have therefore
divected special exclusive instructions to them in Matthew 242

AllL saved men, Lncluding saved Jews and Gentiles, are now the new holy
watlton and the pecuLLar people (1 Peter 2: 9-10).

1 Peter 2: 9-10: 9 But yeare a chosen gewemtiow, a rogatpries’chood, an hoLg
natiow, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath
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called You out of darkness into his marvellous light; 10 Which in time past were
not a people, but are now the people of God: which had wot obtained merey, but now
have obtatned mercy.

The kingdom of God is no Longer in the possession of the Jews. However, they
have wot been excluded from it. They also can become a part of it if they also accept
Christ. n various Sceriptures, it is made clear that there is now no difference
between thewm and any other believers who come to Christ (Romans 3: 20-23).
Whatever advantage that they did have is gowne.

Matthew 21: 33-35: 33 Hear another parable: There was a certain householder,
which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress in
it, and built a tower, and Let it out to husbandwmen, and went into a far country:
34 And whew the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the husband-
men, that they might receive the fruits of it. 35 And the husbandmen took his
servants, and beat one, and stoned another. 36 Again, he sent other servants more
thaw the first: and they did unto them likewise. 37 But last of all he sent unto
them his son, saying, They will reverence my son. 38. But whew the husbandmen
saw the sow, they said among themselves, this is the heir; come, Let us kill him,
and let us setze wpown his tnheritance. 29 And theg caught him, and cast hime out
of the vineyard, and slew him. 40 Whewn the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh,
what will he do unto those husbandmen?

Let’s mow juwmp ahead to verse 43: 4= Therefore say | unto Yow, The kingdom
of God shall be taken from You, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits

thercof.

£ you have the time, Look up the following Scriptures. They were directed
specifically to the Jews. Then you can decide for Yyourself if they are still special.
(n the Light of the following verses, would God give them an exclusive end-time
message in Matthew 242

Matthew £: 10-12, MarkR 11: 12-14, MarkR 12:1-9 Luke 13: 23-29, Luke 13:
34-35, Luke 14: 16-24, Acts 15: 6-9 (note verse 9), Romans 2: 28-29, RomMLANS
2:19-23, ROMLANS 9: 6-8, ROMANS 9: 25, Romans 10: 12-13, galatlans 3: %, **
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Galatians =: 28-29, Ephesians 2: 11-2, Ephesians 3: 5-6, Colossians 3: 10-11
1 Timothy 1: 4 Titus 3:

D If the extant Jews are so prominent during the end-times, as we are so often told,
then Why does the Book of Revelation, a Book that is almost exclusively written
about eschatology, only mention thewm twice - and only in a very derogatory way?

(f they had a special role to play in the last days, surely the last Book of the
Bible (Revelation)would have something significant and positive to say about
them, would it not? 1f they were still the “chosen people”, thew surely Jesus would
have revealed this to_John the revelator? Let us now examine how many verses in
the Book of Revelation make mention of the Jews.

Revelation 2: 8-9: € And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write;
These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; 9 t know thy
works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thow art rich) and | know the bLasphemg
of thewm which say they are_Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.

Revelation 3: 7-9: And to the angel of the chiurch tn Philadelphia write; These
things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that
openeth, and no mawn shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; € 1 kinow thg
works: behold,  have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou
hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. 9
Behold, t will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and
are not, but do Lie; behold, t will make them to come ano worship before thy feet,
and to kwnow that ( have Loved thee.

That's tt! There are no more mentions of the word Jew or Jews Ln the Book of
Revelation. t vepeat, tf God had plans for the extant Jews during the last da ys,
would He not have made it obvious in the Last book of the Bible?

[ hear the voices of those who say, “what about the 144,000 from the twelve
tribes of srael?” These men were_Jewish saints from past history. God resurrects
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thewm (Bzekiel 37) at some time during the 3 1/2 year tribulation period to carry
out one Last evangelistic effort before Christ returns at the Rapture. There is just no
way, for a variety of reasons, that | can be made to believe that this vast nuwmber of
virgin males can come from extant srael. God will not save a large number of

Jews at that time tn a predetermined Calvinistic fashion. Ano what’s more; the Jews
Lw Israel today don't have a clue what tribe they even come from. If they are in fact
even ethnic Jews, thetr tribal 'wlcwti’cg has beew lost wmillennia ago. | repeat - It is for
sure that they do not kinow their tribal origin. For all | Rinow, | ma Yy even have
enough Jewish DNA in me to qualify as a citizew of Israel.

Dispensationalists are gquick to mention the absence of the word “church”
beyond chapter 3 of Revelation as evidence that this Book of the Bible is not
intended for the church. However, the same argument can be made about the
absence of the word Jew beyond Revelation = of this same book. There actually ts
ample evidence of the presence of the chureh beyond chapter 3. The word saints is
mentioned 13 times in this last Book of the Bible.

E _Jesus’ audience for His Olivet discourse, his close disciples, was Jewish. (s this
not proof that the specific message in Matthew 24, and the whole Chapter for that
matter, was written to His “chosen people”?

There Ls no deny lng that_Jesus’ tmmediate Listeners at that time were, for the
most part, ethinic Jews. Simon however, was an exception. As far as we can tell, he
was a canaawnite (Matthew 10: 4 and Mark 3: 18). Our Lord was wot teaching
His disciples some exclusive new Jewish doctrine. Although they were mostly Jews,
it is for sure that they were all primarily saved believers tn The Lord at that time.
They had heard the Gospel firsthand from Him (Luke 10: 20). Their primarg
Ldentity was as followers of Jesus Christ, not any wore as religious Jews. They
paid the price for this choice. It did take them a while to realize that they did not
hold any particular status as such. There is much evidence that they were saved
before the Day of Pentecost. Therefore Jesus’ Olivet Discourse was directed to all
believers, thew and now.
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F Are the Jews the elect in Matthew 24: 222 If so, thew that chapter for sure, as well
as the whole book of Matthew, was written exclusively for thew.

The term elect/elect’s is used in Matthew 24: 22, 24 and 31. Consequently
dispensationalist scholars claim that this whole chapter tn particular was written
exclusively to the Jews. The Jews, we are told, are the elect - the chosen - are they not?

The terms elect, election and elect’s, are used numerous times (27) tn the
Bible; more often in the New Testament (23). ALl of their uses are specifically in
relation to believers (Jewish and Gentile Christians). only three times L the old
Testament is the term elect used in relation to the_Jews (Isa 45: 4, 65: 9 and &5:
22). once it was used i relationship to the Messiah - Christ (1sa 42:1). There is
wo denying that the jews were God's elect or chosen people at one time. Christian
Ziownists like to claim that the use of this term in particular in Matthew 24 is
prime evidence that the message of this chapter is specifically addressed to the Jews
- those who existed back then and those who will exist in tsrael during the end-
times. The New Testament however, makes tt abunda ntly clear that these words
are used to describe all Christians - all believers (Romans 8: 33-39 (HL)). we, all
the salnts, are God’s elect or chosen. Whereas the children of tsrael once were God’s
chosen people, L Peter 2: 9 makes it very clear that all believers, irregardless of
e’chwicitg, are now God'’s elect. Note: ““\which were Ln tlme past ot a people, ...7,
and that “ ... ye are a chosen oeneration, a rogaLprLesthoool, an holy natton, a
peculiar people; ...”. Romans 11: F evew draws a_contrast between the nation of
(srael and the election. tf they were exclusively elected or chosen by God because of
their ethnicity, there would be no contrast to be made. They would be one and the
same. F what then? (srael hath wot obtained that which he seeketh for; but the
election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded. Romans 11: 5 makes it very
clear that grace, not “race” qualifies one as the elect. 5 Even <o thew at this present
time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. The only way that

Jews can qualify as the elect is by grace through faith - the same way as all
Gentile believers.

Six of the seven uses of the word elect i the Epistles refer to believers. The use
of this word in the Gospels (Matthew and Mark) is in the context of an exhortation
to believers about the intense degree of persecution and the deception that will oceur
to thew in the last days. we are told by Jesus that “... if it were possible, they shall
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deceive the very elect.” This could not possibly be referving to the jews at the time
that Jesus gave this message, nor to the Jews of today. They have/had already been
deceived. There Ls mow no distinction between different kinds of believers - a
“future Jewish elect” and a Christian elect. There is only one body. We are all one
elect Ln Chrtst (Galatians =: 28).

28 There Ls nelther_Jew nor GreeR, there Ls netther bond nor free, there is
weither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

Those who believe that Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21 were written
excLusiveLg for the Jews would have to accept that the Jews, not Christians, will be
the ones who will be “hated of all nations ...”. Note however, the ending of this verse
Ln Matthew 24: 9 . It clearly says: “... for my name’s sake.” Does this warning
thew apply to the Jews? (don't think so. They are the ones that have vehemently
hated Christians from the time of Jesus until they were scattered from Israel by
Titus soon after the writing of Matthew 24.

You will notice that this grace through faith plan has wot changed, even from
the timee of Enos. See Genesis 4: 26:

26 And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name
Ewnos: thew began mewn to call upon the name of the LORD.

why would Jesus give a warning to those who vehemently reject and hate
Him? (n 1 John 2: 22-23 we are told:

22 Who ts a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist,
that denieth the Father and the Son. 23 Whosoever denieth the Sow, the same hath
wot the Father: he that acknowledgeth the Sow hath the Father also.

Finally, look again at what Jesus said in regard to His listeners in the
parallel end-times text in Mark 13: 37 . He clearly stressed the universality of
His message, and thereby also the same parallel messages givew in the other
Gospels. The common message that they convey is intended for all people,
regardless of ethnic pedigree.
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“And what | say unto you [ say unto all. wateh.”

G The word CHURCH(ES) is not used twn the Book of Revelation from
Chapter = :14 until Chapter 22: 16.

The argument that the word church (es) are nwo longer used in the Book of
Revelation between Chapters = and Chapter 22: 15 is used as proof that the chureh
has been raptured before the events described herein; and by association also the
events mentioned Ln Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21. This claim Ls wot truce.

The universal word for all believers, saints, is used numerous times (13
times) throughout this Book. BY contrast, the word Jew(s) Ls only used twice tn
this last Book of the Bible - and only in a derogatory way :

Revelation 2: 9 and 2:9. 2: 9 [ know thy works, and tribulation, and
poverty, (but thow art rich) and t know the bLasphemud of them which say they are
Jews, and are wot, but are the synagogue of Satan.

3: 9 Behold, | will make them of the sywagogue of Satan, which say they are
Jews, and are not, but do Lie; behold, t will make them to come and worship before
thy feet, and to kwnow that | have Loved thee.

One would think that the word Jew would be mentioned, especia Ly tn this
very Lmportant eschatological Book that is supposedly all about them. if they play
such an mportant role in end-times events, as popular dispensational eschatolog Y
tells us, then why are they only referved to twice in Revelation; and then tn a very
derogatory way?

Keep in mind that the Bible should be our primary source of knowledge in all
aveas of doctrine, including eschatology. For many years Christians have relied
primarily on the works of the scholars to resolve these end-time Lssues - men with
D.D.’s or Ph.D.’s attached to thelr names. These superficial accoutrements ofttimes
tntimidate believers into accepting their conclusions without first being like the
Bereans, and examining these things for themselves from the Scriptures. The
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Bible should be our ultimate reference document, and the Holy Spirit should be our
ulttmeate teacher. For that reasown, | encourage all readers of this summary to check

all of the biblical references that | give in this study, and to believe them, not wee,
or any other commentator.

If you would Like to contact me with Your comments, you can reach me at:

daveandchriscameron@amatl.com

Edited Dec #/20
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